His letters reveal a most varied activity of a charitable   kind.     At   one   time   he   writes  from Carthage to remind his clergy and congregation of the custom of clothing the poor of Hippo.   He had an annual collection of cast-off garments and distribution amongst the poorer members of the community,-    but in  the excitement  of the year 410 the clergy had omitted the work.    There was also a hospital built near his church ;   and there were nunneries   which  relieved the monotony of life  (as is   the   custom  in  those  institutions)   by quarrel and intrigue, requiring Augustine's intervention.      Even   the   arrangement   of  marriages claimed   his   attention   sometimes,   much   as   he resented the circumstance.    It was not uncommon in  those days for  a dying parent   to  make   the Church    the   guardian    of   his    children.       We have   a   series    of   letters   in   which    Augustine negotiates with a  pagan   who has asked   a ward of the  Church  for  marriage  with  his  son.     At another time we  find   him  concerned  about   the ransom  of some  of his  congregation  who  haveseems  to miscarry.    1 Ic  IMS  In-e-it chiding   a   certain   landowner   for   jiutking   hi-.
